Early Linguistic Phenomena in Midrash
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The Hebrew Language in the Geniza fragments The Hebrew Language in the Printed Editions
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An additional Vav in the Geniza

Fragment reflects a pronunciation ™ “@l"mv‘m " r"‘" R '-'P "80 l'“ i"'lﬂ In vhew “.,

of U, for an ultra short vowel (Shewa).  Midrash Tanhuma, 1st printed edition Constantinople 1522
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Midrash Tanhuma, Vilna edition 1833 i
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A Final Nun instead the final Mem
in the Geniza fragment.
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The missing initial Aleph in the Geniza
fragment attests to its lack of

T, Midrash Tanhuma, 1st printed edition Constantinople 1522
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The missing Aleph after the intial Kaf
attests to its lack of enunciation. Midrash Tanhuma, Vilna edition 1833
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The Rabbinic literature has undergone hundreds of years of editing and adaptations that have caused altera-
tions to the original text. The Geniza contains some of the earliest examples of this literature including the
Midrash Tanhuma, thus preserving versions closer to the original than those brought to print in the Middle
Ages. These fragments contain linguistic phenomena, characteristic of early Rabbinic language and speech,
that are not found in the later printed editions of the midrash.
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